
Chemistry 399 
Tutorial 
Departmental Course Syllabus and Grading Policy 
*This is a Departmental Course Syllabus covering all sections in the Fall 2017 or Spring Term 
2018* 
 
Chem 399 is a three-credit literature tutorial course.  It is designed for students who want 
to explore a topic in the chemical or biochemical literature in depth with the guidance of a 
faculty member.  The student must first arrange the tutorial and agree upon a topic with a 
faculty member.  The expectation is that the student-faculty pair will typically meet three 
times a week. 
 
Catalog Course Description:  Individual instruction given by a tutor in regularly scheduled 
meetings (usually three hours per week). 
 
Pre-requisites:  Junior standing 
 
Course format:  Independent work and analysis will be done by the student in consultation 
with the faculty mentor 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

• To understand how scientific knowledge is constructed by exploring a topic in the 
primary literature  

• To understand how a scientific argument is constructed in the writing of a primary 
journal article. 

 
Grading:  Typically, a student will write a ~10 page research paper summarizing findings 
from the semester.  The faculty member will provide more specific expectations that may 
include 1) additional written work, 2) tests on material, 3) presentations, or 4) final project 
or product (web page, research guide, lab write-ups, etc).  These expectations should be 
summarized as an addendum to this document, if applicable. 
 
Office Hours:  Office hours will vary depending on the mentor’s schedule in a given semester.   
Students should establish a regular meeting time to touch base with the faculty member and 
indicate this in the addendum below. 
 
Meeting Place:  Typically the student will be working independently but will meet 
frequently with the faculty member.  The location of that lab will be identified in the 
addendum below. 
 
Accommodations for Disability:  Any student eligible for and needing accommodations 
because of a disability is requested to speak with the professor during the first two weeks of 
class or as soon as the student has been approved for services so that reasonable 
accommodations can be arranged. 
 
Academic Integrity:  Students are expected to abide by the College of Charleston’s Honor 
Code and are referred to the Student Handbook to review this policy:  
http://studentaffairs.cofc.edu/honor-system/studenthandbook/index.php. 
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